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DIGEST:

Selection of contractor for award under
section 8(a) of Small Business Act is
basically within discretion of contract-
ing agency and the Small Business Adminis-
tration (SBA) and will not be questioned
absent showing of fraud or bad faith on
part of Government officials or allega-
tions that SBA regulations were violated.

J.R. Pope, Inc. protests the selection of another
company by the Small Business Administration (SBA) for
the award of a contract under section 8(a) of the Small
Business Act, 15 U.S.C. § 637(a) (Supp. III 1979). Pope
contends that it was instrumental in obtaining the procure-
ment, a construction project for the Department of the
Interior, for the 8(a) program and that it was led to
believe it would receive the award. Pope further contends
that the other company participated in the 8(a) program for
only two months and that its selection suggests "some
irregular procedures" on the part of SBA.

We will not consider the matter. The selection of
an 8(a) contractor is basically within the broad dis-
cretion of the SBA and the contracting agency and we
will not question such decisions unless fraud or bad
faith on the part of the Government officials can be
shown or it is alleged that SBA did not follow its own
regulations. Maintenance, Incorporated, B-199854,
Auar-st 27, 1980, 80-2 CPD 155; Black & Decker (U.S.),
Inc., B-196406, August 25,1980, 80-2 CPD 145. There
is no such showing or allegation here.

Accordingly, the protest is dismissed.
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